
MINUTES
South Carolina Commission for the Blind

1430 Confederate Avenue

Columbia, South Carolina 29201

October 18th, 2016

Convene: 1:30 pm






Adjourn: 2:25 pm

Chairperson Sonksen called the meeting to order and a moment of silence followed.

Present: Dr. Judy Johnson, Peter Smith and Mary Sonksen: via phone Rosemary Roberson
Public Comment: None
Approval of September Minutes: Ms. Roberson made a motion to approve the September minutes.  Mr. Smith seconded the motion.

The motion passed.

Approval of Financial Report: Carrie Morris reported for Juan Sims.  She stated we have spent 26% of our budget for fiscal year 2016/17.
Mr. Smith made a motion to accept the financial report.  Dr. Johnson seconded the motion.

The motion passed.

Commissioner’s Report: Mr. Kirby stated the Foundation Awards Ceremony was held this morning.  

Awards were given to:
1. Josie Nelson, Children Counselor – Spirit of SCCB

2. Winn Davis, VR Special Projects – Employee of the Year

3. Cynthia Harned, VR Counselor – Case of the Year

4. Verizon, Employer of the Year

Elaine Robertson reported the Legislative Oversight Committee has completed their study of SCCB.  The study began in July of 2015, with the Performance Evaluation Report.  We have had a total of five meetings that included at least two Senior Leadership members at each meeting.  

During the last meeting the Committee expressed their gratitude for all the information SCCB staff provided.  The recommendations concerned changing some of the language in the State Statute and for the agency to request a budget increase in the Prevention Program.  
Mr. Kirby and Mrs. Robertson attended the full Oversight Committee meeting on September 19th.  Representative Nathan Ballentine presented the study for consideration of approval.  On October 3rd, Mr. Kirby and Mrs. Robertson attended the full Legislative Oversight Committee meeting.  The committee had very positive comments.  We will provide yearly updates to the Oversight Committee.
All the information concerning the study, presentations, public testimony, and final recommendations are available on the Legislative Oversight website.

Mr. Kirby reported that Representative Ballentine asked the members if they know anyone who could serve on the SCCB Board to recommend them to the Governor’s office.  We need members for Districts Three, Five and Seven.   

Kyle Walker, VR Director, stated the new Federal law requires us to spend fifteen percent of our funds on students with disabilities.  We developed a request for proposals and we have received those bids.  We have spent the last year working on the proposals with three contractors, ABLE South Carolina, National Federation of the Blind and Walton Options.  These contracts are signed and the money has been sent to them.  Our Career Boost is in action and our target is to serve three to four hundred students.  
Mr. Walker said we have invested in 3-D printing technology and setting-up a Career Explorations Lab.  Mr. Bible’s tech staff is working with the technology and are becoming very efficient.  This will help students explore career options.  Our first program is being planned with NASA.  NASA will be on campus June 5th through the 9th of 2017.          
Mr. Kirby, Kyle Walker and Juan Sims will attend the CSAVR/NCSAB Conference in San Diego November 5th through the 11th.  

Committee Report: None
Old Business: None
New Business: None
Public Comment: None
Mr. Smith stated white cane day in Charleston was a massive success.  James Island connector ride will be held Saturday, October 22nd. 

Executive Session: Chairperson Sonksen said the Members will now go into executive session to discuss personnel and legal matters pertaining to the strategic management of the agency. 
Chairperson Sonksen stated they are now out of executive session and no action was taken.

Board Meetings: November 15, December 20, January 17, 2017, February 14, 2017

Adjourn: Ms. Roberson made a motion to adjourn.  Mr. Smith seconded the motion.  

There being no further business the meeting adjourned.
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